SOME COMPONENTS OF INDIVIDUAL
CANDIDATE’S LETTER TO THE BISHOP

Please address the letter to the Bishop that will be confirming you.  

Dear Bishop ______________

When an individual candidate writes to the Bishop, he/she might include the following:

· His/her personal request to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation

· Some sharing of his/her faith journey…the reason why he/she wishes to be Confirmed

· Confirmation name and why that name has been chosen

If retaining one’s baptismal name, explain why…indicate the important link to baptism

If choosing another saint’s name, an explanation of why that saint or significant person is important to him/her

· Sponsor’s name, and something about why that person has been chosen…how has the sponsor witnessed faith to the candidate?

· An indication of the candidate’s experience of service, and the recognition that service is integral to Christian life…what insights has he/she gained from his/her experience of service?

· What gifts does he/she bring to the faith community, and how does he/she hope to continue to use those gifts in service?

· Some sharing of his/her sense of the parish community of faith.

This letter should be more personal than a ‘group letter’, more indicative of the individual candidate’s journey of faith to this moment of commitment.
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